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I love Pat Conroy
for taking Thomas Wolfe into his soul, for telling his stories 
without shame, and for creating beautiful, flawed people with 
searing compassion.

I want always to be writing the book 
I was born to write. A novel is my 
fingerprint, my identity card, and the 
writing of novels is one of the few 
ways I have found to approach the 
altar of God and creation itself.  You 
try to worship God by performing 
the singularly courageous and 
impossible favor of knowing yourself.  
You watch for the black wings of 
fighters writing messages in the skies
over the South. Your mother plays 
with snakes and poison and raises you 
to tell the stories that will make all 
our lives clear. It all congeals and 
moves and hurts in the remembering.
The Writing Life


