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Novelists sometimes claim that their 
fiction is quite a separate thing from 
their other written work. . . . . I have 
never felt such a separation. . . . From 
my early childhood, reading and 
writing seemed to me to be points 
on a circle. Greedy reading made me 
want to write, as if this were the only 
adequate response to the pleasure 
and power of books. Writing made 
me want to read—it is often argued 
with some justice that a university 
training in English Literature is 
inhibiting to the desire to write, but I 
thought this out at eighteen and 
decided that the only way to deal 
with it was to read so much and so 
variously that no particular writer or 
system could overpower me.
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